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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the experiences of undergraduate students with
hearing impairments who graduated from schools for the deaf. This study employs a qualitative research
methodology using semi-structured interviews. Four participants, who were students with hearing
impairments, were selected as the informants, and thematic analysis was used to identify key themes
that emerged from the interviews. The findings revealed that after entering university, the four students
experienced both positive aspects and challenges in their academic journey, as follows: 1) Positive
experiences in university education included knowledge development, independence, a sense of
belonging in society, and pride; 2) The challenges in university education included differences in the
primary language used for communication, gaps in foundational knowledge due to the specialized
education in schools for students with disabilities, which was insufficient to build a foundation in certain
subject areas, difficulties in social integration stemming from the lack of understanding from hearing
individuals toward students with hearing impairments, and educational management issues caused by

instructors' lack of understanding in providing appropriate education for hearing-impaired students.

Keywords: Student with hearing impairment, Higher education
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